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 “A Fulfilling Christmas” Family Devotion 
(For families with preschool & elementary aged children) 

 

WEEK 3 - December 17-23 
 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP TIME 

Set aside ten minutes one night this week to talk about God’s mercy in sending a Savior. The 

only materials needed are five candles, matches, and a Bible. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Have one member of the family light the candles from the first two weeks and a third candle. 
 

BIBLE READING 

Have one person read the following passages out loud: 

 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 

this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 

a manger.” Luke 2:8-12 

 

 Behind the angel they saw a strange glowing cloud–except it wasn’t a cloud, it was 

angels... troops and troops of angels, armed with light! And they were singing a beautiful 

song: “Glory to God! To God be Fame and Honor and all our Hoorays!” The Jesus 

Storybook Bible 

 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

made known  to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 

lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 

them concerning this child. Luke 2:15-17  

 

REFLECTION 

 

Have an adult read the commentary below: 

 

As Mary and Joseph held their newborn Son during those late hours of the night, God began 

spreading the wonderful news of Jesus’ birth. And He began with an unusual group of people. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-12&version=ESV
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Storybook-Bible-Every-Whispers/dp/0310708257/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1512576396&sr=8-1&keywords=the+jesus+storybook+bible
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Storybook-Bible-Every-Whispers/dp/0310708257/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1512576396&sr=8-1&keywords=the+jesus+storybook+bible
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A15-17+&version=ESV


 

Ask: Whom would you expect God to tell first that the promised Rescuer had come? 

 

Kings, queens, and religious leaders were not the first people to hear about the birth of 

Jesus. Instead, God told the most “unimportant” people His good news first. Back in those 

days, people looked down on shepherds and even hated them. Most people considered them 

criminals, thieves, and liars. Yet, these were the first people to hear that the Rescuer had 

come. And the way they heard that good news was nothing short of amazing. 

 

While the shepherds watched their sheep in a field outside of Bethlehem, an angel 

appeared. The Bible tells us that the shepherds were filled with great fear. This angel that 

appeared to them was no baby with wings and a harp sitting on a cloud…like some stories 

might describe. No, this angel was a warrior of the Lord. And he shone with the glory of 

God. The bright radiance of heaven itself interrupted the deep darkness of the night. It was 

as if God peeled back the curtain of heaven and gave the shepherds a small glimpse of 

Himself. 

 

Ask: How do you think the shepherds reacted when they saw the angel of the Lord? 

 

The angel told the shepherds not to be afraid. God did what He had promised—He sent 

Jesus to rescue God’s people from their sins. God was making peace between Himself and 

sinners through Jesus. 

 

Upon telling the shepherds the good news of Jesus’ birth and how to find Him, the angel 

was joined by thousands of other angels who began singing about the greatness of God. 

That dark, quiet night sky was filled with a beautiful, blinding light and roaring song that 

left the shepherds forever changed. Once they had heard the news, the shepherds were 

desperate to go and find Jesus and see the marvelous thing that God had done. 

 

Ask: What is the greatest news someone has ever shared with you? What did you want to do in 

response? 

 

So, the shepherds abandoned their sheep and raced to Bethlehem. Once they saw baby 

Jesus there in the manger, they left the stable and began telling everyone they saw the good 

news that the Savior had come. God used this group of men—men everyone despised—to 

tell the world that Jesus had come. As Jesus would do throughout His life, God was coming 

to sinners to show them the way to salvation. 

 

Ask: How can we be like the shepherds? As a family, who can we tell that Jesus came to save 

sinners?  

 

God shows us many things about what He’s like through the birth of Jesus. How do you see 

that God is glorious—that He shows His greatness and worth—in this part of the Advent 

narrative? What other attributes of God do you see? 

 

  



PRAYER 

Have a family member say a prayer to thank God for sending angels to share the good news of 

Jesus’ birth to people just like us. 

 

SONG 

As a family, sing or listen to “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” As you do, read carefully through 

the lyrics and explain any words that might be unfamiliar to your kids. Ask them what they learn 

about Jesus from this song. 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” Peace on earth, and 

mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph 

of the skies; With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” Hark! the 

herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored: Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the favored one. Veil’d in flesh, the 

Godhead see; Hail, th’incarnate Deity: Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, 

our Emmanuel! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail! the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail! the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings.  

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die: Born to raise the sons of 

earth, Born to give them second birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the 

newborn King!” 

 

Kids Version https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyXucFzLXwA 

Chris Tomlin https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19w0IHPL4X0 

Pentatonix https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tWkK22od7c 

 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITY 

One night this week, go out caroling as a family. As you visit homes of neighbors, friends, and 

family…sing songs of praise about the birth and salvation of Jesus. It might be easiest to start at 

the home of someone you know who loves Jesus as you do. Sing praises to God and invite them 

to join you at the next house. 

 

Make sure you visit at least one home of people who do not love and trust Jesus. Just like God 

showed grace and love to the lowliest of sinners, share the good news of Jesus’ birth with 

someone who does not know God. Maybe that person will hear the good news and will believe in 

Jesus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyXucFzLXwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19w0IHPL4X0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tWkK22od7c

